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i eople Rushed 

Tin* is a picture of the Coch¬ 
ran house, located iu Pocahontoo 
County. PocaJiUiitas la the set- 
tins for n legend dealing with a 
beru\ The full legend is recount¬ 
ed u. the Top O’ The Morning 
column on (his page. The nurru- 
tiu MdJhUjiicture were pro- 


From Here Afler Bear. Stolen Child 

v‘dcil by h W. Ruciman ur homo would* bnv* burn Ure- 
Buckeye. Ruckman report! Uu> wrved oo a moiuiiwml to thr> 
•arm and Mum tpore purchased Uioniers, whowitn (nidi, puwjrr 
by David L. Bucknmn m UUJ. ^ “5* ,urlUui, <*- 
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The lather' - . frantic catU: *rw heard 
by Uwj Cochrane, an Irish ImmUjrsnl 
lumtly, who had ;eulcd at the too; ot 
H>c iinmntain « abort Ume bcXure. Pur¬ 
suit und search reveuiefl turaif fragment* 
nf uln'.hiiig and slight trscw of Uia child 
on Untie Mountain, about two milca dis¬ 
tant. 

The Naylor* must have left the cGuairor 
soon- aftrntnrdi tnee l find no other 

mention o’. Uie uumc_ 
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Legend Of Voracious 
Bear Based On Fact 

% Entile J. Hu del 

■fu.-llt?' 5P n vary nic: 
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Legend Of Voracious 
Bear Based On Fact 

By Emile J. Hodcl 
Some time ago we 

letter from a 74-,ear-old^^i^^^ 
eye up in Pocahontas Countv between 
Millpomt and Mariinton if memory does 
not faii us. He is F. W. Ruckman' 

I Ins septuagenarian wrote, “Your pan- 
er seems to be gaining much favor in nfv 
county. I’ve heard it said that to I7n 

r . » S °L ng °" in P^ahontas we should 
read the Beckley Post-Herald. 

*1 am intrigued by the historical ar¬ 
ticles by Shirley Donnelly. 

Just recently I f oun d written proof of 
a legend I have heard all my life and am 
sending it along, if you find it of interest, 
you are welcome to use it." 


^The truth is that we do find the account 
oi more than passing interest. Since it is 
somewhat long for a day’s column, we are 
taking the liberty of splitting it into two 
sections and using it herein. 

We have been saving it for use at this 
Ume - w e are on vacation this week — 
and will write Reader F. W. Ruckman as 
soon as possible on our return to the of¬ 
fice and normal duties. We want to get 
from him additional information on an¬ 
other subject about which he has written. 
11 Seems that h e has had a great personal 
experience during his life which may also 
merit telling in the columns of the Post- 
Herald. 
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Bui now to the story of a Pocahontas ! 
County legend — a legend of bear country 
which ha.', been shown to have some basis 
in fact. Though the written record is only 
■i burr mention of a tragic event, (lie de* 
Wi! Mipphed urc those which have been 
hitmli'd down by word of mouth among 

J* Ot'J1 lot'll‘i* In* ill • 
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soon, afterwards since l find 
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People Rush. 

Tills is a picture of Lie Coch¬ 
ran house, located in Pocahontas 
County. Pocahontas is the set¬ 
ting for a legend dealing with a 
bear. The full legend is recoup¬ 
ed in the Top 0‘ The Morning 
column on this page. The narra¬ 
tive and tins picture were pro-. 
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The father’s frantic calls were heard 
by the Cochrans, an Irish immigrant 
family, who had settled at the foot of 
the mountain a short time before. Pur¬ 
suit and search revealed some fragments 
of clothing and slight traces of the child 
on Little Mountain, about two miles dis- 
i tant. 


The Naylors must have left the country 
. soon afterwards since 1 find no other 
mention of the name. 
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People Rushed From Here After Bear, Stolen Child 

of the Coch- vided by F. W. Ruckman of house) should have bee 

.. i' j'. a:ionU t; Buckeye. Ruckman reports the served as a monurnen: 

•■'•t- 1.ii /ii *j 11 rI house were purchased pioneers, who w i^ ffdth^p 

V Vkili ' “ Ijy David L. Ruckman in 1832, “rved’out o/uif wilder™ 
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ter Bear, Stolen Child 

:kman of house) should have been pre- 
sports the served as a monument to ‘the 
purchased pioneers, who. with faith, powder, 
; n I oop ^ axe > and intestinal fortitude 
. ' carved out of the wilderness ter- 

session of tile farms; built comfortable 

.since. H-e homes; left us a rich heritage 
>v f,T. ,, whicrh we should nourish and 
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People Rushed From Here After Bear, Stolen Child 

p.ilure of the Coch- vided by F. W. “ 
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